
THE TRUTHS WE HOLD DEAR



WHAT IS THE BIBLE?

Pious people’s 

reflections on 

their experiences 

of the divine?



WHAT IS THE BIBLE?

A collection of 

myths that some 

people mistakenly 

take to be divine? 



WHAT IS THE BIBLE?

The Christian 

view says that the 

Bible is the 

revelation of God 

about himself and 

his divine plan to 

redeem the world 



WHAT IS THE BIBLE?

The Bible is the very Word of God to his 

creatures for the purpose of establishing a 

relationship with him 



WHAT IS THE BIBLE?

The words of 

Scripture are the 

very words of God 

breathed out by 

God himself:

Inspiration 



WHAT IS THE BIBLE?

The final finished 

product are 

exactly what God 

wanted to be 

written and 

without any errors:

Inerrancy



WHAT IS THE BIBLE?

• Because God is the ultimate author of 

Scripture, all his power and authority are 

invested in it. 

• The words of Scripture, have incredible 

power to expose, convict, and transform.

• Christians follow the living God who has 

spoken through his Word.



WHAT IS THE BIBLE?

• Christians believe the Bible because it 

lays out the path to a restored 

relationship to God 

• The Bible teaches how we can participate 

in God’s great work of redemption in this 

life 



WHAT IS THE BIBLE?

The Bible is a single book, and also a 

library of sixty-six individual books 

bound by a single, unified theme of 

redemption.



WHAT IS THE BIBLE?

• It was written over the course of 

1400 years by more than 40 

authors 

• It was written in three languages 

recounting events that took place 

on three continents 



Our goals in apologetics is to get unbelievers 

to read the Bible for themselves 



SUFFICIENCY OF SCRIPTURE

The Bible contains everything we 
need to know for salvation and 
living in a way that pleases God 



CLARITY OF SCRIPTURE

The teaching of Scripture can be 

understood by all who seek to 

study it in belief. 



AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE

The Bible is revelation from God 

himself, and we are obligated to 

listen to it and obey it. 



NECESSITY OF SCRIPTURE

Apart from God revealing himself 

to us, we could not know God. 



Polytheism 

teaches the 

existence of 

many gods. 



Judaism, Islam, 

and 

Mormonism 

teach that God 

is one without 

distinctions  



THE TRINITY

The God of 

the Bible is 

both one 

and three. 



THE TRINITY

• God is equally three and one. He 

is not more one than he is three, 

and not more three than he is 

one. 

• We speak of one essence in 

three persons and three persons 

in one essence. 



THE TRINITY

• The Scriptures teach that each 

of the persons of the Trinity is 

God. Yet, God is one God.

• This makes the Trinity a paradox 

(an apparent contradiction), not 

a true contradiction.  



THE TRINITY

• God is a 

personal 

God.

• In addition, 

the Christian 

God is 

absolute. 



The impersonal gods of 

philosophy, Islam, Buddhism, 

and deism hold to a God who 

is not much different than the 

law of gravity. 



Many religions 

have personal 

gods who are 

not absolute. 



THE DOCTRINE OF GOD

Sovereignty 

means that 

God works 

out everything 

in conformity 

with the 

purpose of his 

will 



THE 

DOCTRINE 

OF GOD

Aseity 

means that 

God is 

completely 

self-

sufficient 

and needs 

nothing 

outside 

himself. 



THE END



THE CREATOR/CREATURE 

DISTINCTION

The distance between 

God and creation is not 

spatial, but ontological.



THE CREATOR/

CREATURE 

DISTINCTION GOD

Creation

Revelation Providence



God is infinite, holy and divine

We are finite, fallen and creaturely



THE DOCTRINE OF GOD

Voluntary 

condescension 

means that God 

comes down to 

be with his 

people 



THE DOCTRINE OF MAN

Sovereignty 

means that 

God works 

out everything 

in conformity 

with the 

purpose of his 

will 

• We are like God in that we 

are have personality 

• Everything we are and do is 

a reflection of God 

• We are unlike God in that we 

are creaturely and he is 

divine



THE FALL OF MAN

The Fall was an attempt to do 

without God in every respect 

The Fall was an 

attempt to do 

without God in 

every respect 



The result of the 

Fall was that 

every one of fallen 

man’s functions 

operates wrongly 

THE DOCTRINE OF MAN


