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Our Prayer 
May the words of my mouth 

and the meditations of my heart 
be accepted in thy sight,  

O LORD.” 

Psalm 19:14 

The staurogram combines the Greek letters
tau-rho to stand in for parts of the Greek
words for “cross” (stauros) and “crucify”
(stauroō) in Bodmer papyrus P75.
Staurograms serve as the earliest images of
Jesus on the cross, predating other Christian
crucifixion imagery by 200 years. Photo:
Foundation Martin Bodmer.
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How and when did Christians start to depict images of

Jesus on the cross? Some believe the early church

avoided images of Jesus on the cross until the fourth or

fifth century. In “The Staurogram: Earliest Depiction of

Jesus’ Crucifixion” in the March/April 2013 issue of

Biblical Archaeology Review, Larry Hurtado highlights

an early Christian crucifixion symbol that sets the date

back by 150–200 years.

Larry Hurtado describes how a symbol known as a

staurogram is created out of the Greek letters tau-rho:

“In Greek, the language of the early church, the capital

tau, or T, looks pretty much like our T. The capital rho,

or R, however, is written like our P. If you superimpose

the two letters, it looks something like this: . The

earliest Christian uses of this tau-rho combination

make up what is known as a staurogram. In Greek the

verb to ‘crucify’ is stauroō; a ‘cross’ is a stauros … [these

letters produce] a pictographic representation of a crucified figure hanging on a cross—used in the

Greek words for ‘crucify’ and ‘cross.’”

The tau-rho staurogram is one of several christograms, or monogram-like devices used by ancient

Christians, to refer to Jesus. However, Larry Hurtado points out that the staurogram only refers to

the crucifixion, unlike others, which mention Jesus’ other characteristics. Also, the staurogram is

visual—the tau-rho combinations create images of Jesus on the cross, making the staurogram the

earliest Christian images of Jesus on the cross.

The tau-rho staurogram, like other christograms, was originally a pre-Christian symbol. A

Herodian coin featuring the Staurogram predates the crucifixion. Soon after, Christian adoption of

staurogram symbols served as the first visual images of Jesus on the cross.
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Resurrection 
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Christ’s Cross 
�  “We preach Christ crucified:  

a stumbling block to Jews  
and foolishness to Gentiles.” 

—1 Corinthians 1:23 

�  “I resolved to know nothing  
while I was with you  
except Jesus Christ                     
and him crucified” 
—1 Corinthians 2:2 
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My Cross 
Galatians 2:20 
� I have been crucified with Christ!  
� Nevertheless, I live;  
� yet not I, but Christ lives in me.  
� And the life that I now live  
� in the flesh I live by faith  
� in the Son of God who loved me,  
� and gave himself for me.  
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The Staurogram: Luke 14:27 
the earliest known depiction of Christ 

Bodmer Papyrus P75, with Luke 14:27  
with staurogram for stauron, “cross.” c200 AD? 
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The Staurogram: Luke 14:27 
 

 

Whoever 
does not  

carry  
his  

own 
cross  
and  

follow  
me  

cannot  
be  
my  

disciple. 

 ¢Ostiß ouj 
basta¿zei  

to\n 

stauro\n 
e̊autouv  

kai«  
e¶rcetai 
ojpi÷sw  
mou,  

ouj du/natai 
ei•nai÷  
mou  

maqhth/ß.  
Bodmer Papyrus P75  



 
 

Mark 15:33–36 
 

At noon, darkness came over the whole land until 
three in the afternoon. 34 And at three in the 
afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Elohi, 
Elohi, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”). 

When some of those standing near heard this, they 
said, “Listen, he’s calling Elijah.”  

Someone ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, 
put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 
“Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to 
take him down,” he said.  



 
 

Mark 15:37–39 
 

With a loud cry, Jesus 
breathed his last. The 
curtain of the temple 
was torn in two from top 
to bottom.  
And when the centurion, 
who stood there in front 
of Jesus, saw how he 
died, he said,  
“Surely this man was    
the Son of God!” 



Where was Jesus Crucified? 
� “So they took Jesus;  and carrying 

the cross by himself, he went out to 
what is called The Place of the Skull, 
which in Hebrew is called Golgotha.  
There they crucified him, and with 
him two others, one on either side, 
with Jesus between them.”  

    —John 19:16-18 



Jerusalem  
In the  

First Century, 
the time of  
Jesus Christ 

 
[in handout,  

page 4] 
 

~30 AD~ 



 
Jerusalem’s 

Temple  
in the  

Time of  
Jesus Christ  

c30 AD 
 

Expanded  
by  

King Herod  
the Great, 
between  

20 BC–63 AD  



Golgotha = “Skull Hill”  
 
Is this Skull Hill? 
“Gordon’s Calvary” 
North of the Old City 
 
So it was thought by 
General Charles Gordon 
(d. 1885)  



Jerusalem  
In the  

First Century, 
the time of  
Jesus Christ 

 
[in handout,  

page 4] 
 

~30 AD~ 



Location 
of 

Gordon’s 
Calvary, 

“Skull Hill.” 
Just north 
of the Old 

City   



Much more likely: 
 
The rocky knoll  
now enclosed by 
the Church  
of the Holy  
Sepulcher,  
inside today’s  
walls  
of the Old City 



What Can a Burial Site Tell us 
about Christ’s Crucifixion?  



Yehohanan: The crucified man.  
Heel bone with nail: from burial site in 
Giv’at Ha-Mivtar, Jerusalem 1968  



 
 
 
 
 
Yehohanan: The crucified man.  
Heel bone with nail: from burial site 
in Giv’at Ha-Mivtar, 1968  



 
 
 
 
 
Yehohanan: The crucified man.  
Heel bone with nail: from burial site 
in Giv’at Ha-Mivtar, 1968  



  
 

Original study of Yehohanan’s skeleton  
suggested this method of Crucifixion 

 
Diagram 
from  
V. Tzaferis,  
Israel 
Exploration 
Journal,  
1979 

Drawing of the contorted crucifixion
position proposed by Vassilios Tzaferis,
based on the analysis of Nico Haas,
which has since been challenged by
Joseph Zias and Eliezer Sekeles. For
full caption, see drawing from Israel
Exploration Journal 35:1. Photo:
Courtesy Israel Exploration Journal, Vol.
20, No. 1–2 (1970)

archaeologists offer in-depth research and reflections on this important event. Discover what

they say about the story of the resurrection, the location of Biblical Emmaus, Mary Magdalene

at the empty tomb, the ancient Jewish roots of bodily resurrection, and the possible endings of

the Gospel of Mark.

In our January/February 1985 issue, we published an article

about the only remains of a crucified man to be recovered

from antiquity (“Crucifixion—The Archaeological Evidence,”

BAR, January/February 1985). Vassilios Tzaferis, the author

of the article and the excavator of the crucified man, based

much of his analysis of the victim’s position on the cross and

other aspects of the method of crucifixion on the work of a

medical team from Hebrew University-Hadassah Medical

School headed by Nico Haas, who had analyzed the crucified

man’s bones. In a recent article in the Israel Exploration

Journal, however, Joseph Zias, an anthropologist with the

Israel Department of Antiquities, and Eliezer Sekeles of

Hebrew University-Hadassah Medical School in Jerusalem

question many of Haas’s conclusions concerning the bones of

the crucified man.  The questions Zias and Sekeles raise affect

many of the conclusions about the man’s position during

crucifixion.

According to Haas, the nail in the crucified man penetrated

both his right and left heel bones, piercing the right heel bone

(calcaneum) first, then the left. Haas found a fragment of bone attached to the right heel that he

thought was part of the left heel bone (sustentaculum tali). If Haas’s analysis is correct, the two

heel bones must have been penetrated by the same nail, and the victim’s legs must have been in a

closed position on the cross.

But according to the new analysis of the bones just published in the Israel Exploration Journal,

the bone fragment Haas identified as part of the left heel bone was incorrectly identified. “The

shape and structure of this bony fragment is of a long bone; it cannot therefore be the left [heel

bone],” say the most recent investigators. Their conclusions are confirmed by x-rays, which reveal

the varying density, structure and direction of the bones.

a

But . . . 



  
 

Crucifixion in antiquity was a gruesome
execution, not really understood until a
skeletal discovery in the 1980s that gave new
insight into the history of crucifixion. Photo:
Courtesy Israel Exploration Journal, Vol. 35, No.
1 (1985)
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What do we know about the history of crucifixion? In the following article, “New Analysis of the

Crucified Man,” Hershel Shanks looks at evidence of Roman crucifixion methods as analyzed from

the remains found in Jerusalem of a young man crucified in the first century A.D. The remains

included a heel bone pierced by a large nail, giving archaeologists, osteologists and

anthropologists evidence of crucifixion in antiquity.

What do these bones tell us about the history of

crucifixion? The excavator of the crucified man,

Vassilios Tzaferis, followed the analysis of Nico Haas of

Hebrew University-Hadassah Medical School in

Jerusalem suggesting Roman crucifixion methods: a

contorted position: arms nailed to the crossbeam; legs

bent, twisted to one side, and held in place by a single

nail that passed through a wooden plaque, through both

left and right heel bones, and then into the upright of

the cross.

However, when Joseph Zias and Eliezer Sekeles

reexamined the remains, looking for evidence of Roman

crucifixion methods, they found no evidence that nails

had penetrated the victim’s arms; moreover, the nail in

the foot was not long enough to have penetrated the

plaque, both feet, and the cross. And, indeed, what were

previously thought to be fragments of two heel bones

through which the nail passed were shown to be

fragments of only one heel bone and a long bone. On

the basis of this evidence, Zias and Sekeles suggest that the man’s legs straddled the cross and that

his arms were tied to the crossbeam with ropes, signifying the method of crucifixion in antiquity.

Literary sources giving insight into the history of crucifixion indicate that Roman crucifixion

methods had the condemned person carry to the execution site only the crossbar. Wood was

scarce and the vertical pole was kept stationary and used repeatedly. Below, in “New Analysis of

the Crucified Man,” Hershel Shanks concludes that crucifixion in antiquity involved death by

asphyxiation, not death by nail piercing.

In our free eBook Easter: Exploring the Resurrection of Jesus, expert Bible scholars and

A later study of Yehohanan’s skeleton  
Persuades us of this method of Crucifixion 

Diagram from  
Joe Zias and Eliezar Sekeles,  
Israel Exploration Journal, 1985 



Scene from the film, “Spartacus,” 1960 



Christ’s Cross 
�  “We preach Christ crucified:  

a stumbling block to Jews  
and foolishness to Gentiles.” 

—1 Corinthians 1:23 

�  “I resolved to know nothing  
while I was with you  
except Jesus Christ                     
and him crucified” 
—1 Corinthians 2:2 
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The tau-rho staurogram, like other christograms, was originally a pre-Christian symbol. A

Herodian coin featuring the Staurogram predates the crucifixion. Soon after, Christian adoption of

staurogram symbols served as the first visual images of Jesus on the cross.
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However, when Joseph Zias and Eliezer Sekeles

reexamined the remains, looking for evidence of Roman

crucifixion methods, they found no evidence that nails

had penetrated the victim’s arms; moreover, the nail in

the foot was not long enough to have penetrated the

plaque, both feet, and the cross. And, indeed, what were

previously thought to be fragments of two heel bones
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A study of human character 
persuades us that this is necessary: 

Photo by R. Tyson,  
Bib 352 Church History II class,  
March 23, 2017 



My Cross 
Galatians 2:20 
� I have been crucified with Christ!  
� Nevertheless, I live;  
� yet not I, but Christ lives in me.  
� And the life that I now live  
� in the flesh I live by faith  
� in the Son of God who loved me,  
� and gave himself for me.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cross 
Burial 
Resurrection 
________________________ 

 

Christ’s 
Burial  



Mark 15:42–47    
It was Preparation Day (that is, the day before the 
Sabbath).a So as evening approached,  43 Joseph  
of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, 
who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, 
went boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body.       
44 Pilate was surprised to hear that he was already 
dead. Summoning the centurion, he asked him if 
Jesus had already died.  45 When he learned from 
the centurion that it was so, he gave the body to 
Joseph.  46 So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took 
down the body, wrapped it in the linen, and placed  
it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a stone 
against the entrance of the tomb. 47 Mary 
Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joseph saw 
where he was laid.  



 
 
 
 
Where was Jesus buried? Here?  

The newly restored Edicule (“small house”)  
   Church of the Holy Sepulcher, Jerusalem, March 22, 2017 



 
 
The Church of the 
Holy Sepulcher 
 
“Now there was a garden 
in the place where he 
was crucified, and in the 
garden there was a new 
tomb in which no one 
had ever been laid.    
And so, because it was 
the Jewish day of 
Preparation, and the 
tomb was nearby, they 
laid Jesus there.” 

 —John 19:41-42 

Talpiot———————> 
Tomb 

Holy ——> 
Sepulcher 

Garden Tomb———> 



Or  
was it 
here? 

 
The “Garden 

Tomb,”  
Left center; 

near 
Gordon’s 
Calvary, 

“Skull Hill.” 
Just north of 
the Old City   



 
 
The Garden Tomb: 
North Jerusalem 
 
“Now there was a garden 
in the place where he 
was crucified, and in the 
garden there was a new 
tomb in which no one 
had ever been laid.    
And so, because it was 
the Jewish day of 
Preparation, and the 
tomb was nearby, they 
laid Jesus there.” 

 —John 19:41-42 

Talpiot———————> 
Tomb 

Holy ———> 
Sepulcher 

Garden Tomb——> 



Golgotha = “Skull Hill”  
 
Is this Skull Hill? 
“Gordon’s Calvary” 
North of the Old City 
 
So it was thought by 
General Charles Gordon 
(d. 1885)  



 

The Garden Tomb, north Jerusalem 



The Garden Tomb, Interior 



 
 
Or here: Talpiot 
 
“Now there was a garden 
in the place where he 
was crucified, and in the 
garden there was a new 
tomb in which no one 
had ever been laid.    
And so, because it was 
the Jewish day of 
Preparation, and the 
tomb was nearby, they 
laid Jesus there.” 

 —John 19:41-42 

Talpiot——————> 
Tomb 

Holy ———> 
Sepulcher 

Garden Tomb———> 



 
 

Or  
was it 
here?  

 
The 

Talpiot 
Tomb, 
South 

Jerusalem 



Titanic  
Hollywood  

Sensationalism  
 

courtesy of  
James  

Cameron,  
2007 

Case  
Dismissed! 



The most likely 
site for Christ’s 
burial: 
 
The tomb near  
the rocky knoll  
now enclosed  
By the Church  
of the Holy  
Sepulcher,  
inside  
today’s walls  
of the Old City 



The Church of the Holy Sepulcher, 
Jerusalem, c 400 AD 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Lord, We have come!” 
“Domine ivimus” 
 



The Edicule of the Holy Sepulcher,  
March 2017 



 
 
 
 
 
Yehohanan: The crucified man.  
Heel bone with nail: from burial site 
in Giv’at Ha-Mivtar, 1968  

Yehohanan’s Ossuary: limestone bone box 
First Century Jerusalem 



 
 
 
 
 

Yehohanan’s Ossuary 

“Secondary Burial”—One-to-three years after burial in a vault, 
the dessicated bones are gathered, placed in an ossuary,  
and stored with other ossuaries in the family crypt. 

 
Ossuary:  

“bone box,” 
usually 

made of 
carved 

limestone. 



1 Peter 4:16  
“If you suffer  

as a Christian,  
do not be 
ashamed,  

but praise God 
that you bear 
that name.” 

Anti-Christian Graffiti 
depicting Jesus as a 
crucified donkey 



Christ’s Burial 
� For what I received I passed on to 

you as of first importance : that Christ 
died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures,  

� that he was buried,  
� that he was raised on the third day 

according to the Scriptures.  
   —1 Corinthians 15:3–5 

The staurogram combines the Greek letters
tau-rho to stand in for parts of the Greek
words for “cross” (stauros) and “crucify”
(stauroō) in Bodmer papyrus P75.
Staurograms serve as the earliest images of
Jesus on the cross, predating other Christian
crucifixion imagery by 200 years. Photo:
Foundation Martin Bodmer.
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How and when did Christians start to depict images of

Jesus on the cross? Some believe the early church

avoided images of Jesus on the cross until the fourth or

fifth century. In “The Staurogram: Earliest Depiction of

Jesus’ Crucifixion” in the March/April 2013 issue of

Biblical Archaeology Review, Larry Hurtado highlights

an early Christian crucifixion symbol that sets the date

back by 150–200 years.

Larry Hurtado describes how a symbol known as a

staurogram is created out of the Greek letters tau-rho:

“In Greek, the language of the early church, the capital

tau, or T, looks pretty much like our T. The capital rho,

or R, however, is written like our P. If you superimpose

the two letters, it looks something like this: . The

earliest Christian uses of this tau-rho combination

make up what is known as a staurogram. In Greek the

verb to ‘crucify’ is stauroō; a ‘cross’ is a stauros … [these

letters produce] a pictographic representation of a crucified figure hanging on a cross—used in the

Greek words for ‘crucify’ and ‘cross.’”

The tau-rho staurogram is one of several christograms, or monogram-like devices used by ancient

Christians, to refer to Jesus. However, Larry Hurtado points out that the staurogram only refers to

the crucifixion, unlike others, which mention Jesus’ other characteristics. Also, the staurogram is

visual—the tau-rho combinations create images of Jesus on the cross, making the staurogram the

earliest Christian images of Jesus on the cross.

The tau-rho staurogram, like other christograms, was originally a pre-Christian symbol. A

Herodian coin featuring the Staurogram predates the crucifixion. Soon after, Christian adoption of

staurogram symbols served as the first visual images of Jesus on the cross.



Our Burial 
� Rom 6:4 We were therefore buried with him 

through baptism into death in order that, 
just as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, we too may 
live a new life. 

� Col 2:12 having been buried with him in 
baptism, in which you were also raised with 
him through your faith in the working of 
God, who raised him from the dead. 
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Cross 
Burial 
Resurrection 
________________________ 

 

Christ’s 
Resurrection  



Christ’s Resurrection 
Mark 16:1–3 

When the Sabbath was over, Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, 
and Salome bought spices so that they 
might go to anoint Jesus’ body.  2 Very 
early on the first day of the week, just 
after sunrise, they were on their way to 
the tomb 3 and they asked each other, 
“Who will roll the stone away from the 
entrance of the tomb?” 



Christ’s Resurrection 
Mark 16:4-5 

But when they looked up, they saw 
that the stone, which was very large, 
had been rolled away.  5 As they 
entered the tomb, they saw a young 
man dressed in a white robe sitting on 
the right side, and they were alarmed.  



Christ’s Resurrection 
Mark 16:6-7 

 
“Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are 
looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was 
crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See 
the place where they laid him.  7 But go, tell 
his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead 
of you into Galilee. There you will see him, 
just as he told you.’ ” 



Christ’s Resurrection 
Mark 16:8 

 

Trembling and bewildered,  
the women went out  
and fled from the tomb.  
They said nothing to anyone,  
because they were afraid. 



Our Resurrection 
John 11:25–27 
Jesus said to Mary, “I am the resurrection and 
the life. The one who believes in me will live, 
even though they die;   
and whoever lives by believing in me will 
never die. Do you believe this?” 
“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you 
are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to 
come into the world.” 







 
 
 
 

The newly restored Edicule (“small house”)  
Church of the Holy Sepulcher, Jerusalem, March 22, 2017 

 



My Life 
Galatians 2:20 
� I have been crucified with Christ!  
� Nevertheless, I live;  
� yet not I, but Christ lives in me.  
� And the life that I now live  
� in the flesh I live by faith  
� in the Son of God who loved me,  
� and gave himself for me.  


